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Commissioner for Patents 
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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Dear Sir: 

Applicants call attention to the attached Information 
Disclosure Statement and documents listed on form PTO-1449. 

This filing is being made before the receipt of a first 
Office action on the merits. No fee is required. 

Each enclosed document listed on the herewith Form PTO-1449 
was cited in the attached European Search Report dated 
November 19, 2003, issued in a foreign counterpart application 
not more than three months ago. To the best knowledge of the 
undersigned, this is the first citation of these items in any 
communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart 
foreign application. 



CERTIFICATE OF MAILING BY FIRST CLASS MAIL 



I hereby certify under 37 CFR § 1.8(a) that this correspondence is being 
deposited with the United States Postal Service as first class mail with 
sufficient postage on the date indicated below and is addressed to the 
Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 




February 6. 2004 



Typed or Printed Name of Person Signing Certificate 
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Applicant : Kenichi Kusunoki et al. Attorney's Docket' No .: 154 68 -005001 

Serial No.: 10/687,412 
Filed : October 15, 2003 

German Patent Application No. 1 240 801 (Design ID "AM") is 
in the German language. The English counterpart of this patent 
is filed herewith, U.S. Patent No. 3,286,496. German 
Application No. 100 27 079 (Design ID "AN") and Japanese 
Application No. 2002-102949 (Design ID "AO") are filed with an 
abstract; no full translation is readily available. A concise 
explanation of all these documents can be found on the attached 
search report . 

Consideration of the foregoing and enclosures plus the 
return of a copy of the enclosed form PTO-1449 with the 
Examiner's initials in the left column per MPEP 609 are 
earnestly solicited along with an early action on the merits. 

Please apply any additional charges or credits to Deposit 



Account No. 06-1050. 




Fish & Richardson P.C. 
USPTO Customer No. 20985 
12390 El Camino Real 
San Diego, CA 9213 0 
Telephone: (858) 678-5070 
Facsimile: (858) 678-5099 
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Germany 
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EXAMINER: Initials citation considered. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with 
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